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His Majesty praises role of BDF

MANAMA: BDF is playing a crucial role in de-
fending Bahrain with its steadfast courage and
unflinching determination, His Majesty King
Hamad said yesterday.

He also underlined its unwavering efforts
and contributions to the national campaign to
combat the coronavirus as he received, at Sa-
friya Palace, BDF Commander-in-Chief Mar-
shal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa,
Defence Affairs Minister Licutenant General
Abdulla Al Nuaimi and BDF Chief of Staff

Lt Gen Dhiyab bin Saqr Al Nuaimi.

Full report - Page 5 B His Majesty with the BDF chief, the Defence Affairs Minister and the BDF Chief of Staff

RENTS HELP FOR

W The Premier

SHOPKEEPERS

MANAMA: Shop tenants have been from tenants and beneficiaries of shops and The Premier also ordered authorities concerned

given a rents relief lifeline.
His Royal Highness Prime Minister Prince

leased lands registered with the Supreme to take the necessary measures to implement plans
Council for Environment for three months. for the development of Tubli Bay and the preserva-
The reprieve reflects the Premier’s care to take tion of its natural environment to treat and limit the

Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa yesterday or-  measures that serve and meet the demands of citi- damage that atfects wildlife and marine life and
dered suspension of the collection of rents  zens and preserve the public interest of the country.  beautify its surrounding area

Half of workforces
‘may lose jobs’

GENEVA: Some 1.6 billion Covid-19 disease, which has
workers in the informal ¢con-  infected more than 3.1 mil-
omy, representing nearly half lion people globally, killed
of the global labour force, nearly 220,000 and shut down
are in immediate danger of economies.
losing their livelihoods due “It shows I think in the stark-
to the coronavirus pandem- est possible terms that the jobs
ic, the Intemational Labour employment crisis and all of its
Organisation (ILO) said yester-  consequences is deepening by
day. comparison with our estimates
The UN agency’s latest re- of three weeks ago,” ILO di-
port sharply raised its forecast rector general Guy Ryder told a
for the devastating impact Press conference, foreseeing a
on jobs and incomes of the “massive” poverty impact.

—

B Britain now has Europe’s second highest official Covid-19 death toll, at 26,097,

according to statistics published yesterday citing daily figures that included deaths

outside of hospital settings for the first time. Above, a test sample is taken at
Glasgow Airport, Scotland yesterday.

N The voice of Bahrain
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Connected
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B Medicines to be
delivered at home

MANAMA: People suffering from chronic
illnesses can from today register their
medications for home delivery on www.moh.
gov.bh/services‘pharmacy. The deliveries for all
listed patients under government health centres
will be made starting from Tuesday. The
service was launched yesterday by the Health
Ministry to reduce the number of visits.

M India names envoy

MANAMA: India has appointed Piyush
Srivastava as its new ambassador to
Bahrain. “Piyush Srivastava, presently
joint secretary in the ministry, has been
appointed as the next Ambassador of
India to the Kingdom of Bahrain,” said
a statement from the External Affairs
Ministry yesterday. “He is expected to take
up his assignment shortly.”

Full report — Page 2

M Protecting consumers

MANAMA: Tougher punishments could be
introduced under new amendments that would
criminalise stocking or overpricing of products.
The amendments to the 2012 Consumer
Protection Law were recommended by the
Shura Council financial and economic affairs
committee yesterday and spearheaded by
committee chairman Khalid Al Maskati. Under
it, the violating business would be shut down
for three months for the first offence and six
months if the offence is repeated. The same
punishment will be enforced on those hindering
mspectors. The move follows several cases in
which vegetables and food staples were found
hidden in warchouses.

M Fundraiser for labourers

MANAMA: An online campaign, launched
last night to support low-income expatriate
workers who are hit by the coronavirus,
saw an overwhelming response. The two-
hour Twitter campaign under the hashtag
#Covid19_Bahrain was spearheaded by
the General Federation of Bahrain Trade
l.‘nwns (GFBTU). “The campaign was held
i ith all workers in the country,
both Bahrainis and expats, but aimed at
helping to alleviate financial distress on
low-income expatriate workers,” GFBTU
social protection assistant secretary gemeral
Mohamed Musaed told the GDN.

M Rain alert in UK

LONDON: Britain can expect a week’s worth of
rainfall in 24 hours today as eight flood alerts
have been issucd while the nation remains in
coronavirus lockdown.

Torrential rain, thunder and hail is forecast

for the coming days. along with plummeting
temperatures, according to the Met Office,
reports Sky News.

It follows the driest April on record since

1938, tempting Britons to spend time outdoors.
Eight flood alerts are in place across southem
England, with the government warning that
some properties could be flooded.
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110 test positive as

A TOTAL of 110 new cases of
the coronavirus disease (Covid-
19) were recorded in Bahrain
yesterday.

Of these, 89 were expatriate work-
ers, 19 contracted the virus from local
contact with active cases, one was
from abroad, who was evacuated as
part of the government’s Internation-
al Covid-19 Repatriation Programme
(ICRP)., and one Bahraini, said the
Health Ministry.

The total number of active cases has
reached 1.458, of which one remains
in critical condition.

Meanwhile, 85 more people recov-
ered from Covid-19 yesterday and lefi
the treatment and isolation facilities,

Did your designs bring in any new clients?

By RAJI UNNIKRISHNAN

taking the total number of recoveries
to 1,455.

So far, Bahrain has recorded 2,869
cascs, including cight deaths.

Seven Bahrainis and one Indian are
among the fatalities, with the ministry
saying that all of them had underlying
conditions.

A total of 126,905 people have been
tested for Covid-19 so far in Bahrain.

Meanwhile, the ministry has updat-
ed the contact tracing details of 140
more cases on its website dedicated to
Covid-19.

These included 12 Bahrainis, 78
Indians, 34 Bangladeshis, seven Ne-
palis, seven Pakistanis, one Filipino

Arabian
Business

The Region’s fastest growing marketing database

Community

and one Gambian,

Among the Bahrainis — nine men
and three women (all adults) — only
one (case 1674), a 58-year-old wom-
an, is part of the ICRP who arrived
from Iran on April 2, while the re-
maining have been infected from local
posilive contacts.

In addition, the list featured the first
two cases of expatriate children — a
nine-year-old girl (case 1647) and a
12-year-old boy (1666), both Indians.

They contracted the virus from
a common positive case (1384), a
44-year-old Indian man, who was also
the contaet for an Indian woman, aged
37 (case 1561), and a 27-year-old Indi-
an man, aged 27 (case 1667).

The index contact (case 1384) was

cases reach 1,458

in contact with two other cases — an
Indian man, aged 27 (case 841), a for-
cign worker who tested positive whilst
under quarantine in Al Hassy area,
and a 31-year-old Bahraini man (case
999) who contracted the virus from a
46-year-old Bahraini man (case 481).

The latter returned from Iran on
March 28 as part of the ICRP and test-
ed positive upon arrival.

Meanwhile, one more person (case
1673), a 44-year-old Indian man,
emerged to have infected from contact
with the 35-year-old Nepali man (case
885), of whom 116 people contracted
the virus, as reported yesterday.

The index contact was tested posi-
tive after developing symptoms.

An Indian man, aged 32 (case 1687)

contracted the virus from case 884, an
Indian man, aged 44, along with five
others, all Indhans.

The latter (case 884) was also an in-
direct contact of a Pakistani man, aged
36 (case 1691), who was infected by
a 27-year-old Indian man (case 1043).

A 28-year-old Indian man (case
1676) was among 22 others including
17 Indians and five Bangladeshis to
contract the virus from an Indian man,
aged 36 (casc 817).

A number of expats are workers
who were tested while in quarantine
at Eker. Ras Zuwayed and Al Hassy
arcas.

Contact tracing is ongoing for all
relevant cases, said the ministry.

rajit@gdn.com.bh
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HIS Majesty King Hamad, the Supreme Com-
mander, vesterday received at Safriya Palace
BDF Commander-in-Chief Marshal Shaikh
Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, Defence Minister
Lieutenani General Abdulla Al Nuaimi and BDF
Chief of Staff Lt Gen Dhiyab bin Sagr Al Nuaimi.

They congratulated the King on the holy
month of Ramadan, wishing him good health
and happiness and the kingdom and its people
further security, progress and stability,

His Majesty also exchanged with them
Ramadan greetings.

The King took pride in the BDF service-

i ) ﬂl" 6 dnonline

GulfDailyNews

achievements and protect citizens with courage
and determination.

He lauded the BDF's contributions to the
national campaign to combat the coronavirus
(Covid-19), hailing keenness to provide high-
ly equipped medical facilities for citizens and
residents.

His Majesty expressed confidence in the ef-
forts led by His Royal Highness Prince Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy
Supreme Commander and First Deputy Premier,
to combat Covid-19, hailing the efficient and suc-
cessful precautionary measures to contain the

W His Majesty at the audience

men, hailing their efforts to preserve Bahrain’s

pandemic.

Gulf Daily News
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The King praised the response of citizens to the
initiative of his representative for humanitarian
work and youth affairs, National Security Advis-
er and Roval Guard Commander Shaikh Nasser
bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

His Majesty paid tribute to citizens who re-
sponded to the ‘Feena Khair® campaign to com-
bat the Covid-19 pandemic, thus showing their
patriotism, loyalty, devotion and solidarity for
the sake of the nation, extending thanks to
traders, businessmen. companies, banks, so-
cieties, expatriates, individuals and all other
contributors.

The King reiterated thanks to the military and

rI m r t v g iy
and noble stances and de-

By SANDEEP SINGH GREWAL

BAHRAIN could witness an
unprecedented wave of busi-
ness closures in the salon
sector, it has been warned.

Salons have been shut down
since March 18, along with
gyms, fitness studios, cinemas
and sheesha cafes, as part of a
wide range of measures to com-
bat the spread of Covid-19.

Other non-cssential business-
es were allowed to reopen for
two weeks in April with restric-
tions such as social distancing
and wearing face m: but
salons and gyms remain closed.

Owners of thousands of salons
across the country have issued a
plea for sufficient financial aid
to offset the losses caused by the
coronavirus pandemic.

Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(BCCI) commercial markets commitice chainman
Abdulhakeem Al Shammary explained that salons
have so far benefited from utility bills being shoul-
dered by the government for three months and are
sel to receive financial aid from Tamkeen.

Today is the last day Tamkeen will accept ap-
plications from traders to register for the Business
Continuity Support Programme that offers finan-
cial support to adverscly affected small and micro
enterprises

“Salons fall under this committee and we arc
aware of their hardships during these times, but the
government has transferred salaries of Bahraini
staff for three months, and further paid the utility
bills until June,” said Mr Al Shammary

“All businesses are facing challenges and we are
awarc that Tamkeen has started registering busi-
nesses to provide financial aid.™

However, businesswoman Sawsan Al Mai, who
owns a chain of salons and previously headed the
BCCI's salons commitiee, said many entities were
bleeding cash in order to sustain operations.

She added that the key challenge was continuing
to pay salaries of thousands of expatriate workers
who operate in the beauty salon industry.

“The data we have with us show there are 3,156
women’s salons in the country, while the number
of men’s salons will be more than double this fig-
ure,” she said.

“Majority of the staff employed in these salons
are expatriates and we have to pay their salaries
and housing accommodations that have been de-
layed duc 10 this closure.

“Salons were already facing tough competition

W Male salons are among the worst affected since the March
closure

because there are so many outlets and this was fol-
lowed by the economic slowdown, and now coro-
navirus has killed our businesses.

“Even if they open salons now there will be fear
among our customers (o visit and the nature of the
job doesn’t permit social distancing.”

Salon owners have since last year reported ma-
Jor losses due to competition caused by labour mo-
bility, home-based businesses and rise in commer-
cial registration (CR) fees.

Another businessman, Aqeel Abu Idris, who
owns seven salons, said many employers have not
been able to pay full stall salarics with some ask-
ing employees to take unpaid leave

*“Our rents and salaries have to be paid on time
and we request Tamkeen to inject funds to help our
businesses,” he said

Criteria

“The problem is even worse for over 12,000
male salons across the country, with some small
shops working for years inside villages.

“Even if we open now how can we adhere to
social distancing measures?”

The eligibility criteria to apply for Tamkeen's
Business Continuity Support Programme include
a valid CR, audited financial statements and proof
that operations have been affected due to Covid-19.
Besides, employees have to be registered under the
Social Insurance Organisation and should not have
Labour Market Regulatory Authority offences.

Businesses that qualify afier supplying the re-
quired documents will receive funds based on the
size of the enterprise, with the grant divided into
three monthly instalments

sandyvi@gdn.com.bh

With lives

at stake, today'’s

civil medical and nursing
teams who are standing in
the front line and combat-
ing the pandemic bravely,
determined to succeed and
deliver the best of services
to citizens and residents.
He praised the medi-
cal and nursing teams for

scribed them as inspiring
role models to all citizens,
paying tribute to the Bah-
raini men and women who
answered the call of the
nation and volunteered
massively to contribute
to this sublime patriotic
duty.

His Majesty also extend-
ed Ramadan greetings to
all BDF servicemen, in
Bahrain and abroad, wish-
ing them success.

outbreak demands

an advanced

technology
solution
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Save lives. Contact us NOW!

€ +973 17565 161
i consult@nst-tech.net
@ northstar.bh

BODY TEMPERATURE
DETECTION TOWER

m Streamlined design with high
mobility capability

W Detect and display body temperature
of multiple persons

B Check point detection range
up to 5 metres

W Equipped with design portal

W Package with IPS LCD and
processing PC
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B BDF Commander-in-Chief Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa

ol

received chairman of the Supreme Council for Heaﬂh Dr Shaikh Mohammad B Industry, Commerce and Tounism Minister Zayed Alzayani yesterday received US

bin Abduila Al Khalifa. The cauncul's efforts to develop dards of
services p d to and resid\ were praised.

Ambassador Justin Siberell and stressed the important role of the private sector in
boosting bilateral trade exchanges and availing of the Free Trade Agreement.

W /nspector General Major General Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa visited the Royal

Academy of Police where he was received by Commandant Brigadier Fawaz Al Hassan and

officers. He was briefed about precautionary measures to prevent the spread of Covid-19. He
was also informed about online education for cadets.

B Donations worth BD20,000 were made to charitable ieti
and families in Bahram by Yousif and Aysha Almoayyed Charity, as part
of its annual R. It also pr d purchase vnuchers

to its employees, on behalf of the t of ¥ K Al yyed and
Sons. Above, Ramadan charity boxes ready to be distributed.

FOUR Jordanian men have
been jailed for five years each
for pickpocketing worshippets
inside mosques.

Four jailed for pickpocketing worshippers in mosques

geted a Bahraini man who was

praying in a mosque in Umm Al

Hassam on July 19 last ycar.
They stole his debit and cred-

By NOOR ZAHRA

The defendants, aged in their
30s, were arrested after they tar-

Feeling
depressed

or helpless ?

Let us face the world
together with a smile

Your life is to
precious to us

INDIAN COMMUNITY RELIEF FUND
Kingdom of Bahrain

it cards and withdrew BD2.400
from several ATMs in the
country

The defendants were caught
on surveillance cameras of the
ATMs which police used to
uncover their identities

All four men were yesterday
jailed for five years each by the
HQ_H Criminal Court, which also
ordered their deportation after
completing their sentences.

According to case files, the
men targeted a number of wor-
shippers at different mosques
before being arrested.

“The defendants preyed on
worshippers and pickpocketed
them in places of worship,” read
the court ruling.

“One of them pretended he
was putting on his slippers to
slow down their target while his
accomplice would approach him
from

“The thrd man would pretend
to open the mosque’s door along
with the fourth.

“Their latest victim was a
Bahraini man who they pick-
pocketed and stole his bank cards
before withdrawing B2,400

“He reported the issue to
authorities and after viewing the
ATM surveillance footage, the

defendants could be seen using
his stolen cards to withdraw
money.

“Their vehicle was tracked
through traffic security footage
where they were seen leaving
the same mosque the victim
was in."”

In his statement to prosecutors,
the Bahraini victim described
how the defendants purposely
slowed him down when he was
leaving the mosque.

“l was leaving the mosque in
Umm Al Hassam when | saw a
man pulting on his slippers as
he blocked my path,” he told the
Public Prosecution.

“Three more people then came
very close to me as they pretend-
ed to open the door including
one who was right behind me.

“That day I received a mes-
sage that I had withdrawn
BD700 from my bank account
which 1s when [ realised 1 was
missing my card.

“T suspected those people at
the mosque and then another
BD1,700 was withdrawn from
my account and | went to the

]:ce

Thc defendants will be deport-
ed from the country afier com-
pleting their prison sentence.

Couple behind bars
for drug dealing

A MAN and his girlfriend have
been jailed for three years each
for dealing in crystal meth, local-
Iy known as shabu.

The Bahr: man, aged 28,
and his 33-year-old Thai girl-
friend were found guilty of sell-
ing narcotics.

The High Criminal Court ves-
terday also fined each BD2,000.

The woman will be deported
after completing her sentence.

She was arrested when she
agreed to sell BDISO worth of
the narcotic to am undercover
agent in Julfair on December 14
last year.

The man was arrested from
their apartment in Juffair on the
same day; he was found using
the drug.

“A detective received informa-
tion about a Bahraini man (the

By NOOR ZAHRA

main defendant) who was selling
large amounts of shabu (crystal
meth) in Juffair,” read the court
ruling.

“He sold the drugs with the
help of his Thai girlfriend who
would meet men and women,
including fellow nationals, in
clubs and offer to sell them
drugs.

“She was caught red-handed
when she agreed to sell BDI5D
worth of the narcotic.

“Both the defendants were
found guilty of the charges due
to sufficient evidence presented
against them.”

The woman previously told
prosecutors that she did not
sell drugs and pinned the entire
blame on her boyfriend.

dnnews@gdn.com.bh

M Royal greetings

HIS Majesty King Hamad sent
a cable of congratulations to
King Willem-Alexander of the
Netherlands on King's Day. He
also congratulated King Carl
XVI Gustaf of Sweden on his
birthday.

M Masks distributed

THE Capital Governorate will
distribute 550 face masks to
needy people as part of efforts
to combat the coronavirus.
Information and follow-up
director Salah Bouzid Al
Dosari received Bahrain Expo
973 team founder Mohammed
Janahi, who delivered the
masks.

I SLRB milestone

SURVEY and Land Registration
Bureau yesterday achieved a
milestone by providing all its
services online after its president
Shaikh Salman bin Abdulla bin
Hamad Al Khalifa launched the
clectronic real estate registrations
and mortgage applications.

The online service is provided
through the “erws” option
available on the SLRB website.

M Online services

THE Family Reconciliation
Office at the Justice, Islamic
Affairs and Endowments
Ministry has started
providing online services
for Bahraini families. On
April 6, the ministry and
the Supreme Council for
Women (SCW) agreed on
automating all procedures to
ensure the continuation of its
services online. The services
will soon be added to the
“Murlkltel'een (In sn]uiar'll\]
ion recently I h
by SCW to enable families to
benefit from the office services.
“The automation of the Family
Reconciliation Office is based
on the keenness of the two
parties, the ministry and the
council, on the importance of
continuing services provided
to Bahraini families aimed
at achieving their stability,”
Justice, Islamic Affairs and
Endowments Minister Shaikh
Khalid bin Ali Al Khalifa said.

M Virtual art expos

THE Shaikh Ibrahim Bin
Mohammed Al Khalifa Centre
for Culture and Rescarch has
unveiled plans to hold its art
expos on electronic platforms.
These include a show which
will open soon at the Bin Matar
building. Themed “Station™, the
expo showcases the works of
artist Mohammed Al Shargawi.
The House for Architectural
Heritage in Muharrag will

also host an expo themed
“Architectural Ethnography™.
A photography expo by artist
Hanan Hassan Al Khalifa,
showcasing facets of Muharrag,
will be held at the Art House
(Dar Al Fan). The centre is also
planning to broadcast lectures on
YouTube.

M Land proposal

A PROPOSAL to allocate
land for female-only clubs
was presented to Parliament
vesterday.

The proposal, spearheaded
by Parliament chairwoman
Fouzia Zainal nlnng with
four other
reviewed b
sports committee.

The clubs would include
fitness centres, physical health
and education, and facilities
for multiple activities,
programmes and cvents.

1t would also include female-
oriented businesses, cafes and
restaurants, and a nursery
and Kindergarten.

Under the proposal,
government land would be
offered to investors presenting
the best ideas.
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Matches should not be
played until September
says FIFA medical chief
FIFA’s medical committee
chairman Michel D’'Hooghe
has said football should not be
played until at least the start of
September to limit the spread of
the new coronavirus and when
it does resume that yellow cards
be handed out for spitting. P7
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Benoit St. Denis says military background forged him to MMA
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WORLD 6 Corona vaccine ready?

Corona hammers US economy

Recovered COVID-19
patients up by 145

TDT | Manama

he Ministry of Health an-

nounced yesterday that 145
patients have recovered from
the coronavirus (COVID-19)
disease.

The individuals have left
their dedicated treatment cen-
tres and have brought the total
number of discharged in Bah-
rain to 1,455 as of last night,
according to the Health Min-
istry’s official website.

It was also announced by the
Ministry yesterday that there
were 110 new active cases, 89 of
which are expatriate workers,
19 contacts of active cases, one
Bahraini national and another a
returning citizen from abroad.
All new cases have been trans-
ferred to treatment centres
and are receiving 24-hour care
from special medical teams.

Their discovery has brought
the total number of active cases
in Bahrain to 1,458, all of whom
are stable, except for one.

The total number of tested
reached 126,905 last night.

Srivastava appointed
as next Indian
Ambassador to Bahrain

TDT | Manama

he Ministry of Exter-

nal Affairs in India an-
nounced yesterday the ap-
pointment of experienced
foreign service official Piyush
Srivastava as the country’s
next Ambassador to the King-
dom of Bahrain.

As reported by TDT last
week, Srivastava is to fill the
position that has been left va-
cant for nearly three months
following the retirement of
former Indian Ambassador
to Bahrain Alok Kumar Sinha.

The Indian Ministry said

. that Srivasta-
va is expect-
ed to take up
his assign-
ment shortly.
| Srivastava

o joined the In-
Srivastava dian Foreign
Service in 1998 and is present-
ly the joint-secretary at India’s
External Affairs Ministry.
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HM the King hails BDF role in

preserving Kingdom’s achievements

and protecting the people  hwthe king during the reception

TDT | Manama

is Majesty King Hamad
Hbin Isa Al Khalifa hailed

Bahrain Defence Force
(BDF) servicemen yesterday for
their strenuous efforts in pre-
serving the Kingdom’s achieve-
ments and protecting the safety
and security of the people with
steadfast courage and unflinch-
ing determination.

HM the King, the Supreme
Commander, was speaking as he
received at Al Safriya Palace BDF
Commander-in Chief Field Mar-
shal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed
Al Khalifa, Defence Affairs
Minister Lieutenant-General
Abdulla bin Hassan Al Nuaimi,
and BDF Chief-of-Staff Lt.Gen.
Dheyab bin Sagr Al Nuaimi.

They congratulated HM the
King on the Holy Month of Ram-
adan, wishing him good health

and happiness and the Kingdom
of Bahrain and its loyal people
further security, progress and
stability, led by HM the King.

HM the King also exchanged
with them Ramadan greetings,
wishing them all many happy
returns.

HM the King lauded the BDF’s
unwavering efforts and contri-
butions to the national campaign
to combat the coronavirus (COV-
1D-19), hailing their keenness
on providing highly equipped
medical facilities to protect the
health and safety of citizens and
residents.

He expressed full confidence
in the tireless campaign led
by His Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme
Commander and First Deputy
Premier to combat COVID-19,
hailing the efficient and success-

5

ful precautionary measures to
contain the pandemic outbreak.

HM the King saluted the hon-
orable stances of loyal citizens
who have responded to the in-
itiative of HH Shaikh Nasser
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, HM the
King’s Humanitarian Works and
Youth Affairs representative,
National Security Advisor, Su-
preme Council for Youth and
Sports (sCys) president and
Royal Humanitarian Founda-
tion (RHF) Board of Trustees’
chairman.

HM the King paid tribute to
those who answered the call of
the nation and responded to the
“Feenah Khair” donation drive
to support efforts to combat the
COVID-19 pandemic, thus show-
ing their patriotic mettle, loyalty,
devotion and solidarity for the
sake of the nation, extending
thanks to all traders, business-

men, companies, banks, socie-
ties, expatriates, individuals and
all other contributors.

HM the King reiterated thanks
to the military and civil medi-
cal and nursing teams who are
standing on the frontline and
fighting the pandemic bravely,
all determined to succeed and
deliver the best of services to
citizens and residents.

He praised them for their
courage, devotion and noble
stances and described them as
an inspiring role model to all
citizens. He paid tribute to all
Bahraini men and women who
answered the call of the nation
and volunteered massively in or-
der to contribute to this sublime
patriotic duty.

HM the King extended Rama-
dan greetings to all brave BDF ser-
vicemen in Bahrain and abroad,
wishing them all success.

HRH the Premier
orders suspension
of rent collection
for specific
properties

HRH the Premier

TDT | Manama

is Royal Highness

Prince Khalifa bin Sal-
man Al Khalifa, the Prime
Minister, ordered yesterday
to suspend for three months
the collection of rents from
tenants and beneficiaries
from leased shops and lands
registered in the name of
the Supreme Council for
Environment (SCE).

This reflects the constant
care of HRH the Premier to
take measures that serve cit-
izens, meet their demands
and preserve public interest.

HRH the Prime Minis-
ter also ordered the con-
cerned authorities to take
the necessary measures to
implement the plans for
the development of Tubli
Bay and the preservation
of its natural environment
in order to treat and con-
trol the damages that affect
wildlife and marine life, and
to beautify its surrounding
area.

His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa received yesterday at Al Safriya Palace a number of sel

HM the King receives senior Royal Family members

Gl

nior members of the Rval Family, including Deputy Premier HH Shaikh

l

Mohammed bin Mubarak Al Khalifa,

Royal Family Council Vice-Chairman HH Shaikh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, Royal Court Minister Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed Al Khalifa and Royal Family Council director-general Shaikh Salman bin
Khalid Al Khalifa. They congratulated HM the King on the Holy Month of Ramdan, wishing him good health and happiness and the Kingdom and its people further progress and prosperity. HM the King
exchanged with them greetings on this blessed occasion, thanking them for their noble feelings and sincere wishes. Above, HM the King with the senior Royal Family members.

Four quakes rattle Korean Peninsula in three days

he Korean Peninsula

I has been jolted by four

earthquakes of magni-

tude 2.1 or larger in a span of

three days this week, the Korea

Meteorological Administration
(KMA) said yesterday.

A 24-magnitude earthquake
hit North Korea’s South Pyon-
gan Province, just north of the
capital Pyongyang.

Earlier this week, South Ko-
rea was rattled by three minor

earthquakes in and around the
southwestern region, South
Korean News Agency (Yonhap)
reported.

A 24-magnitude earthquake
hit Geumsan of South Chungc-
heong Province, 198km south
of Seoul, shortly after noon on
Tuesday; while Mokpo, a South
Jeolla port city, 410km south of
the capital, logged a 2.1-magni-
tude quake just before 1pm on
the same day.

On Monday, a 2.8-magnitude
earthquake hit the North Jeolla
county of Jangsu, 318km south
of Seoul. No human injury or
property damage has been re-
ported from the three quakes.

Throughout the month of
April, eight quakes stronger
than magnitude 2 occurred on
the peninsula, compared with
four in each of January and
February and two in March,
according to the KMA.

SMC work timings announced
for Sunday holiday

TDT | Manama

he Salmaniya Med-

I ical Complex’s (SMC)

outpatients clinics

and pharmacy will close on

Sunday, a public holiday in

compensation of Labour Day,

which falls on Friday, which
is already a day-off.

The SMC’s emergency phar-
macy and inpatients’ pharma-
cy will continue to operate
round the clock, the Minis-
try of Health announced in

a circular.

Visits to SMC inpatients will
be suspended on Sunday.

North Muharraq Health
Centre, Hamad Kanoo Health
Centre in Riffa and Youssef
Abdulrahman Engineer Health
Centre in Isa Town will be
open all day on Sunday.

Mohammed Jassim Kanoo
Health Centre (Roundabout
17) will operate from 8am un-
til 11pm, said the Ministry’s
circular.
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Health centres launch
medicine home delivery

Health centres
call on patients to
take advantage of this
e-service at moh.gov.bh/
eServices/Hepharmacy,
where they will be able
to book their medicine
home delivery date

TDT | Manama

ealth centres in
the Kingdom have
launched the chronic

disease medicine home delivery
service to ensure the health,
safety and comfort of patients.

The service is part of the
precautionary measures im-
plemented by Bahrain to curb

the spread of the coronavirus
(CovID-19).

The Health Ministry’s Pri-
mary Care assistant undersec-
retary Dr. Manal Al Alawi in-
dicated that those wishing to
benefit from the new e-service
must provide the required in-
formation through the link on
the Ministry’s website moh.gov.
bh. They will then receive their
medicines within two work-
ing days after the receipt of the
order.

Pharmacy staff at the health
centres will, upon receipt of
the electronic requests, prepare
the medicines, based on the ap-
proved medical prescription
available in the patient’s elec-
tronic file in the I-Seha system.
The medication will then be
delivered to the patient’s ad-
dresses on the date specified by

Those wishing
to benefit from
the new e-service
must provide the
required information
through the link
on the Ministry’s
website. They will
then receive their
medicines within two
working days after
the receipt of the
order.

MINISTRY OF HEALTH PRIMARY CARE
ASSISTANT UNDERSECRETARY DR.
MANAL AL ALAWI

them, she said, noting that the
recipient of medicines should
show the patient’s ID.

Health centres call on pa-
tients to take advantage of this
e-service, by visiting the fol-
lowing link: moh.gov.bh/eS-
ervices/Hcpharmacy. There,
patients will be able to book
their medicine home delivery
date online.

They may also call 39612402
to inquire about medicines, or
call 80007000 to enjoy a re-
mote medical examination and
request a medical prescription.

Registration for the new ser-
vice will begin today, and the
home delivery of medicines will
start from Tuesday.

Patients are requested to book
any deliveries five days before
the end of their previous medi-
cine reserve.

The Health Ministry noted that
controlled medications are not
includedin the new e-service.
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Technical and creative
training programmes
benefitting educators

TDT | Manama

ore than 1,600
teachers and edu-
cation ministry staff

are benefiting from 10 dis-
tance-training programmes
to develop their technological
and creative skills, Regional
Centre for Information and
Communication Technology
acting director Mai Ahmed
Shamandi said.

The training will enhance
the learners’ capabilities in the
distance education process,
she explained.

The new programmes vary
in their topics and their cog-
nitive and skill content, and
cover various training needs as
it includes skills for producing
digital educational content,
content-production standards,
designing and using modern
technologies in education such
as digital learning objects and
infographics, and designing
and applying hologram tech-

nology in education, she said.

The programmes address
the methodology of design-
ing and producing e-lessons
and distance-training pro-
grammes, preparing guides for
learners and distance trainers,
the characteristics of e-books
and the foundations of their
production, information and
network security, and the 2030
Sustainable Development
Goals programe that address-
es all the goals with a focus on
the fourth, she added.

The centre, under the Edu-
cation Ministry, has adopted a
series of electronic procedures
to assist applicants in joining
training programmes, the act-
ing director said.

They include announcing
these through the centre’s on-
line portal and social media,
online registration, and hand-
ing an electronic guide to the
trainee through a text message
that includes confirmation of
acceptance into a programme.

Bahrain Defence Force (BDF) Commander-in-Chief Field Marshall Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa received Supreme
Council for Health (SCH) chairman Dr. Shaikh Mohammed bin Abdullah Al Khalifa. The Commander-in-Chief praised the
great efforts exerted by the SCH to develop and enhance the standards of the medical services provided to citizens and
residents. Above, Shaikh Khalfa, right, with Shaikh Mohammed.

sl Inspector briefed on academy’s plan fighting COVID-19
) / !

v b 4 ’

L a (3
General Inspector Major-General Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa visited the Royal Academy of Police (RAP), in
which he was received by RAP Commandant Brigadier Fawaz Al Hassan and officers. Shaikh Khalifa was briefed about
the academy’s plan to combat the coronavirus, for the safety of its affiliates. The plan includes steps while entering the
academy, along with disinfection procedures and social distancing. He was also informed about online education for
cadets. Above, officials at the inspection visit.

Family Reconciliation Office starts
providing online services

TDT | Manama

he Family Reconciliation
TOfﬁce at the Ministry of

Justice, Islamic Affairs
and Endowments has started
providing online services for
Bahraini families.

The ministry and the Su-
preme Council for Women
(Scw) earlier this month agreed
on automating all the office’s
procedures to ensure the con-
tinuation of its services online.

The services will soon be add-
ed to the “Mutakatefeen” (In
solidarity) application, recently
launched by SCW to enable fam-
ilies to benefit from the office’s
services.

“The automation of the
Family Reconciliation Office is
based on the keenness of the
two parties, the Ministry and
the Council, on the importance
of continuing the services pro-
vided to Bahraini families aimed
at achieving its stability,” Jus-
tice, Islamic Affairs and Endow-
ments Minister Shaikh Khalid
bin Ali Al Khalifa said.

“This is very important in
light of the current circumstanc-
es that require the containment
of social repercussions in order
to mitigate risks to families.”

This cooperation between the
scw and the Ministry came in
the context of the initiatives by
the judicial and justice system
in Bahrain to carry out most of
its operations electronically and

provide its services online, and
thus facilitate procedures for
the litigants and ensure their
continued access to justice,
Shaikh Khalid added.

SCW secretary-general Hala
Al Ansari said that the scw,
through this procedure, con-
tinues its efforts to follow up the
implementation of the National
Plan for the Advancement of
Bahraini Women (2019-2022),
specifically family stability.

“This includes the initiative to
develop and improve the servic-
es of family reconciliation offic-
es by resolving family disputes
amicably and their differences
by mutual consent,” she said.

The automation of the of-
fice’s services will contribute
to developing and diversifying
the recently announced “Your
Councilor from a Distance” pro-
gramme, which provides a host
of services such as family and
legal and economic counseling
for Bahraini women, within the
“Together for the safety of Bah-
rain” campaign.

The programme was launched
by the SCw in March to contrib-
ute to strengthening joint action
amongst various segments of
society, within the Team Bah-
rain spirit and assist women as
family breadwinners in order to
ensure urgent needs are fulfilled
and psychological, social and
economic stability are secured
as Bahrain confronts the crisis.

Study analyses Bahrain’s

TDT | Manama

joint-research team from
the Bahrain Institute for
ublic Administration

(BIPA) and Arabian Gulf Univer-
sity (AGU), in coordination with
the Supreme Council for Health
(SCH), studied the concept of
crisis-based innovation amidst
the coronavirus (COVID-19) pan-
demic.

The study aims to set a the-
oretical framework for dealing
with crises, based on measuring
the awareness of people with
regards to dealing with the
COVID-19 pandemic and deter-
mining its impact on different
sectors.

On the occasion, AGU presi-
dent Dr. Khalid Al Ohaly lauded
Bahrain’s excellence in manag-
ing the ongoing health crisis,
owing it to the wise vision, di-
rectives, and care of His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

He also noted the instructions
issued by His Royal Highness
the Prime Minister Prince Khal-

Dr. Al Ohaly

ifa bin Salman Al Khalifa based
on three basic concepts of lead-
ership: adherence to the spirit
of innovation, foreseeing the
future and setting options for
emerging developments in crisis
management.

“These three elements are an
empowering essence and spirit
that reflect the main features of
wise leadership, and it is what
the concerned government au-
thorities are implementing in
their battle against the corona-
virus pandemic,” Dr. Al Ohaly
said.

Dr. Binshams

“The efforts devoted by the
government through the coor-
dination committee, led by His
Royal Highness Prince Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown
Prince, Deputy Supreme Com-
mander and First Deputy Prime
Minister, are considered a pio-
neering, brilliant and creative
model and on the highest levels
of excellence in crisis manage-
ment; a matter that attracted
the attention of international
organisations, which praised
the efficiency of the Kingdom of
Bahrain in managing this crisis.”

BIPA director general Dr. Raed
Mohammed Binshams com-
mented: “The remarkable ac-
complishments and social uni-
ty achieved by the Kingdom of
Bahrain shall reach the world in
ascientific and applied method-
ology that is based on scientific
facts and data. This shall trans-
form this national innovation
culture into an international
innovation culture to deal with
all sorts of crises.”

The study has several objec-
tives, such as measuring the
public sector’s ability to respond
to crises, developing a flexible
administrative system so that it
generates institutional knowl-
edge through which a deeper
understanding of people’s re-
sponse to government direc-
tives is drawn, and measuring
the efficiency of senior man-
agement in the public sector in
utilising social media platforms
and sending informative me-
dia messages that change the
knowledge, behaviour and atti-
tudes of citizens and residents.

Infant, two children among four rescued from Budaiya house fire

TDT | Manama

our people were rescued by the
Civil Defence yesterday as they

extinguished a fire in a two-storey

house in Budaiya.

Those evacuated from the blaze includ-
ed an infant and two children.
Initial investigations indicate that a

short circuit was the reason for the fire, while cooking.

the Ministry of Interior reported.

In light of this, the Ministry remind-
ed citizens and residents to leave their
homes only for essential activities, and
when they do to follow all home-safety
procedures. These include ensuring the
safety of any oven connection and not
allowing children inside the kitchen

areas.
One car

Meanwhile, the Civil Defence also
extinguished car fires in two different

caught fire in Hamad Town

because of a short circuit. The other was
in Al Dur; the reason behind the incident
is still under investigation, the Interior
Ministry said.
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